 Richmond Southeast Shoreline Area Community Advisory Group
FINAL CAG Meeting Minutes 2/8/06
NOTE: NEXT MEETING will be: Thursday, March 9, 2006

Respectfully Submitted by Tarnel Abbott 
Members present: Tarnel Abbott, Rick Alcaraz, Eric Blum, Wendel Brunner, Henry Clark, Ethel Dotson, Whitney Dotson, Steve Duran, Arnie Kasendorf, David Kim,Stephen Linsley, Gayle McLaughlin, Iris Morris, Pablo Munoz, Sherry Padget, Jean Rabovsky, Joseph Robinson, Dan Schwab, Simms Thompson, JoAnn Tillman, John Ziesenhenne

[ ] brackets indicate editorial insertion
NOTE: because the Bermuda Room Richmond Auditorium meeting room was not open, the meeting opened late and was moved first to the Library staff room, then later back to the Bermuda Room

Approximately 7 p.m. the meeting was convened by Chair, Whitney Dotson who announced that Barbara Cook and Lynn Nakashima of the DTSC were not present [therefore the DTSC update report is not included in these minutes].  

AGENDA REVIEW: Pablo Munoz requested to add item: officers, duties & elections  

Whitney Dotson proposed that a nominating committee be formed –stated that the Chair and Vice Chair positions are open.

Pablo Munoz stressed that officers were temporary until bylaws were approved.

Dr. Henry Clark agrees with Whitney Dotson

Dr. Jean Rabovsky requests that tonight and all future meeting agendas include a report from the Committee on Toxics

MINUTES:  approved as submitted

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Dr. Jean Rabovsky announced that Committee on Toxics will next meet February 16, 2006  at 7 p.m. at Richmond Public Library Community Room, 325 Civic Center Plaza

 PRESENTATION BY DR. KREUTZER (California Department of Health Services CDHS) and DR BRUNNER  (Contra Costa County Department of Health) regarding updated of Provisional Joint Health Statement:
Dr. Brunner: The Provisional Health Statement addresses current exposures, it is 

restricted by the data available, the statement is provisional, now in its 2nd revision.

Was presented by to Richmond Field Station (RFS) employees in June [2005]

Contaminants of concern, many toxic and routes of exposure: e.g.
Air: Mercury

Volatile Organic Chemicals (VOCs): skin

Occupational exposure: digging

Making Waves:  Soil Gas samples confirm safety of the site-will do further testing at site

Dr.Kreutzer (CDHS)- hope to have an update by summer which will be a more formal presentation.  New data does come up, if a threat [perceived] would try to measure dust in Making Waves [per] ATSDR [Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry] protocol

Meet with other agencies as appropriate to make sure actions taken

Simms Thompson: Floor is a slab, check under slab

Dr. Kruetzer:  try to get as close to 240 [building 240 is where Making Waves is located] as possible from high concentration to building, level of toxin decreases –need to get idea of air-soil immediately around the school doesn’t indicate a problem. 

Simms Thompson: Check high and low tide readings

Sherry Padget: dilemma: Health Department recommendations lack enforcement and Levine Fricke documents re: protocols for safety of UC Richmond Field Station employees

Workers on site come into building where kids are to use facilities [bathroom]

Dr. Brunner:  If I thought there was a threat to the kids I would find a way to take action

Dr. Kruetzer: What is happening? Portables [toilets] should be there to prevent contamination [of children]

Dr. Henry Clark: ramifications of tests—assumption does not mean science-there are many variables such as vapor intrusion

Dr. Brunner: Cannot speak for what happened in the past

Dr. Kruetzer: data starts in 2005

Traci Barreau [scientist, California Department of Health Services CDHS]:  Prior to 2005 not enough data

Dr. Jean Rabovsky: Comments given based on Provisional Joint Health report dated 1/18/06, not the one distributed tonight

Problems with standards-industrial standards do not address environmental standards

Question re model for the science—will rooms vs. one box affect outcome of the model? - Also it is important to understand the exposure condition to which the public health standard refers.

[for example] Hydrogen sulphide: the intermediate MRL of ATSDR refers to exposures from 14 days to 1 year. ATSDR doesn’t have a chronic MRL (greater than one year) for hydrogen sulfide.  , but it exists, e.g., CA Hot Spots Program chronic reference exposure level and the USEPA reference concentration (RfC).  There is a typographical error for the USEPS RfC in the Provisional Joint Health Statement Summary.

Copper has a public health goal—for water (Public Health Goal), ATSDR-acute/intermediate MRL, NIOSH/OSHA-fume

Uncertainty is high because so much data are missing

Cancer risks-don’t brush off concerns.  1/100,000 increased cancer risk may not trigger remediation according to DTSC/Superfund protocol; however, under Superfund, risk managers can make decisions on a case-to-case basis with justification.

Dust and particulates-has there ever been an analysis of chemical composition?

Traci Barreau: yes but not daily-depends on dig

Dr. Jean Rabovsky: It needs to be done-we need the data, need more detail

Traci Barreau: This summer, [revised] Public Health statement-Now try to address if there is an immediate concern, address data gaps

Dr. Jean Rabovsky:  Proposition 65 requires that the community be notified of anything that exceeds safe harbor number – for individual chemicals – based on 1/100,000 increased cancer risk

Traci Barreau: VOC air test done 1 time only; once is not enough-with indoor air pollution, many factors.

Dr. Bruenner: Barbara Cook: Systematic: soil, water, etc.

Ethel Dotson: Internet—State Department. Health Department, Department of Energy. You have to deal with past, present and future exposure. Paying people who have cancer, Beryllium cancer…if you have recently diagnosed cancer—Stanford- in 2002 went to the site, June 10, 2002 Press Conference. Dust flying Seaport community press conference – CAG needs to call in more experts.

Whitney. Dotson: lived at Marina Bay. Dust was so thick at night, called the Air Board.

Ethel Dotson: Defense Department, Department of Energy, Department of the Army, Army Corps of Engineers. The people who worked…we want to be compensated for being sick and dying…Have asked Loni Hancock …Need data…Cherokee-Simeon needs to pay for….

Dr. Brunner: What happened in 2002 was unconscionable.

Dan Schwab: Yes, past is…But what is the current status?—your science is appropriate. Our time would be better spent if we help them [Making Waves] find a new facility—demonstrated not an issue.

Dr. Brunner: The questions the CAG asks re: Making Waves are good / hold our feet to the fire.

Eric Blum: We’re here because no one did anything in 2002. Downwind businesses asked: is it safe for us to be there?

Sherry Padget: We should remember—DTSC has huge data gaps; tests that were done by others. There is a new science of low-level, cumulative effect. Good as you can do at this point. On record as saying: not good enough.

Dan Schwab: Do you have big data gaps?

Dr. Kruetzer: Approach it humbly—we know there are gaps.

Pablo Munoz: Last CAG meeting—distrust the process—Making Waves—because underprivileged minority kids any detriment of moving them would be worse—when people looking from that perspective have to wonder would that happen in another area?

Dr. Brunner: I don’t make assessments based on anything [other than health impacts]

Dr. Henry Clark: Gaps in the science—Risk models, more than one model—those are computer models; not the same as surveys of actual people. Look at all the issues: people and their health conditions-In the history of science, many errors for example the sun was thought to orbit the earth, it was thought that the earth was flat, and if you sailed to the edge you would fall off, etc. Need to survey the people.

Whitney Dotson: New data sources?

Dr. Kruetzer: Information from businesses, RFS, and Zeneca property. Need to discuss with DTSC.

Whitney Dotson: Dr. Brunner, can CAG sit in on that?

Dr. Brunner: Need some working meetings with the EPA regulatory agencies & DTSC.

Ruby Orozco (health educator, CDHS): In the full report we will include community members/knowledge—have done and still are doing community outreach.
JoAnn Tillman: Historically, environmental racism has always been built in—Seaport, Zeneca/Stauffer site—we have a cancer cluster. Only the CAG has suggested making a report. Making Waves—when they opened it there to them environmental racism [was at work] because the children are from a lower socio-economic background… they knew contaminants were there. Need to involve Children’s Hospital research in Oakland, The Center for Disease Control (CDC), American Lung Association, American Cancer Society, and NAACP Environmental Justice Program. Only way to get results is to continue to organize. Channel 2 news clips, John Fowler. We will do class-action lawsuit. I’m a mandatory reporter as a social worker. Have to get these other experts/technical expertise beyond the scope of the people who are in this room. We will pay for those children and the downwind employees (?)…My son is sterile because of contamination at Seaport site.

Steve Duran: Ridiculous for CAG to oversee day-to-day activities of the DTSC. They are doing a good job.

JoAnn Tillman: We don’t have to be involved in the day-to-day activities, but we do need to be informed—need respect and information, and the history of Seaport. I’ve lost 9 family members. Longevity lost because someone decided to build housing on contaminated location.

Whitney Dotson: Agencies have prerogative to do business, but we have professionals on CAG.

Ethel Dotson: CDC already involved you have an agreement with CDC. Explain who all is involved.

Dr. Kruetzer: California State Health Agency is cooperative, works with ATSDR and CDC. Risk assessment at superfund sites didn’t include community assessment. Allows us to do same type of assessment that would be done at superfund site—and other state hazardous waste sites.

Simms Thompson: Why, given the history of City of Richmond ship building, etc. - mercury. All the characteristic…Why was this site not made a superfund site?

Dr. Kruetzer: Ranking, funds availability, status…

Dr. Brunner: State super funds: in 1980s. There were 18 in West Contra Costa County

Sherry Padgett: Matrix to evaluate site. The Stauffer/Zeneca site qualified but EPA funding tight, etc. it got moved off EPA to state, then to Water Board.

Ethel Dotson: They did not want community involved.

JoAnn Tillman: State has reports—no substantiation. Need private meetings so we can have training.  Status report: P3. Re: Pile of soil. City of Richmond – work plan on for removal. Antimony – ATSDR.

Steve Duran: Toll…Antimony—is a radionuclide (?). Site Marina Way South 240 tons.

JoAnn Tillman: Motion to have Barbara Cook present this information next month.

Arnie Kassendorf: Second.

Dianne Fowler: On record: we are working with City. Will send to CAG information on antimony and letter to City of work plan to remove the dirt.

Presented information on new aspects of the DTSC web site 

JoAnn Tillman: For Toll Brothers information, call Nancy Cook (DTSC Berkeley office) at (510) 540-3923.

Motion passes to have Barbara Cook present full report next meeting

PUBLIC COMMENT:


Claudette Begin, representative from CUE – a Union at UC – Asks if DTSC to give full report on search for radioactive drums. Also regarding new DTSC web site—Golden Gate Law School students have noticed that all documents re UC are not on the DTSC website- some links to UC not working.

- Some buildings have smells – don’t feel well even after short time in buildings -half an hour. Complaints: response = rugs washed. Near marsh—question re: safety of the buildings. Question about outreach to Ruby Orozco.

Ruby Orozco: Health statement trying to address technical and community concerns—personal names are withheld—critical review of literature. Contact Ruby Orozco at (510) 620-3671.

Dr. Henry Clark: New information—experimental injection wells being capped—we do not even know the nature of all experimental activities .Motion that DTSC needs to give us full report on experimental injection wells which are being closed now and all other known experiments.

Motion passed.

 Sherry Padgett: The wells were in place about 30 years ago, Water Board issue

Gregg Hain (Representative of UC Berkeley?) UC Berkeley can provide history of the site to the DTSC

Ethel Dotson: They put radioactive (?) into the sewage

After some discussion, agreed next meeting:  Thursday, March 9, 2006.  Dr. Jean Rabovsky will not be able to attend due to prior commitment. 

JoAnn Tillman: Watch commander has the key to the Bermuda room, any officer can locate him.

Tarnel Abbott asked if recording the meeting was possible.  

Dianne Fowler: DTSC has ordered a tape recorder.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Dr. Jean Rabovsky: at last (first) Toxics Committee—Mr. Hatchett of Simms Metal approached us to ask for support.  The Toxics Committee believed that this issue should be taken up by the CAG, not the ToxCom and we did want him to address the whole CAG.

Mr. Hatchett: more toxic than I thought—Toll Bros. project. The school going there. Simms metal recycler – years ago. Heavy industry had buffer zone. This is disappearing now. [development] 3 blocks from the Toll Brothers.

Steve Duran: Making waves is going somewhere. Westshore Project is on Marina Way South, east of Ford Building. There is an EIR. It is zoned residential/commercial. School is in the buffer zone. Simms is in Marina Bay Development area.

JoAnn Tillman: Environmentalists estimated 500 truckloads to remove contaminants and filled with concrete. City is aware of the expansion of the Port of Richmond and subsequently the rail road- noise pollution will increase. CAG requests report (?). If the ground contaminated and you don’t protect the workers, environmental racism will be result.

Gayle McLaughlin: watched the Planning Commission meeting. 40 or 50 community members opposed the project. The EIR is incomplete per Matt Haggerman’s letter. Concerned that staff hasn’t looked enough.

Buddy Stubblefield: Environmental director, Simms:  Diesel trucks, trains, etc. contaminants. Too close to Port. Ask help to slow down for further review.

Eric Blum: We are not the Planning Commission, but part of why we’re here is things moved way too fast regarding the Zeneca site. Homes were to be built with fans to blow contaminants away!  Pay attention to zoning laws, etc. Make sure if residences get built it is not on a toxic site—

Tarnel Abbott: I was at the Planning Commission meeting- there are 6 or 7 planning commissioners who did vote for the project but 40-50 community members spoke against it. - The letter the executive committee wrote to City asks that process be slowed down. That proper cleanup and oversight be done. Worry that because of upcoming General Plan Revision, projects being fast tracked 

JoAnn Tillman: Motion to request Barbara Cook review previous report on Toll Brothers site to include current information (?)

Whitney Dotson: Need comprehensive assessment of entire area including Ford plant. Request documents/report of whole area.

Rick Alcarez: Attorneys from firm Adams, Caldwell & Cardoza. EIR was done in 1998. The attorneys want to meet with CAG.

Gayle McLaughlin: volunteers to be on Nominating Committee for officers

Chair & Vice Chair.

Meeting adjourned, 10:10 p.m.
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